








EXTENSION
ACTIVITIES

Once you have learned the song,
here are some ideas to expand
your learning into other areas of
the music curriculum.

LISTENING

EXERCISE 1

Listen to the original version of Tallis’s Canon, the hymn
tune ‘Glory to thee, my God, this night’ and discuss the
similarities and differences between this and Bob
Chilcott’s new version. HINT: Think about the types of
voices, the accompaniment, the lyrics, and the structure
of the music.

Tallis Canon YouTube link

EXERCISE 2

Listen to the most famous canon of all time, Pachelbel’s
CanoninD.

Pachelbel’s Canon YouTube link

Do your pupils recognise this music? Where have they
heard it before? They might say ‘at a wedding’ or they
may have heard it in one of the many pop songs inspired
by it.

Listen to the opening of Memories by Maroon 5, and
All Together Now by The Farm. Can your pupils hear
Pachelbel’s Canon?

Memories YouTube link
All Together Now YouTube link


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JG-8k8ikqj4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JvNQLJ1_HQ0&list=RDJvNQLJ1_HQ0&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8HrJ8CQuGFQ&list=RD8HrJ8CQuGFQ&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsyIBVw1JPg&list=RDZsyIBVw1JPg&start_radio=1

EXTENSION
ACTIVITIES
continued

IMPROVISING

Many pop musicians have taken inspiration from Pachelbel’s
Canonin D. Play a recording of this piece, and invite your
pupils to improvise spoken word or rap lyrics over the top, on
a theme of your choice. First, have pupils listen to the canon
and identify its steady harmonic pattern, then clap or tap
along to internalise the repeating chord sequence. Next,
support them to speak their lyrics in rhythm over the pulse,
adjusting syllable count so the words fit naturally within each
chord change.

Pachelbel’s Canon backing track YouTube


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pkGAjOa0xqo&list=RDpkGAjOa0xqo&start_radio=1
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